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PREFACE. 


-»- 

favorable reception which was accorded to my allegorical work entitled 
The Five Principal Musicians op the Hindus,” written expressly 
as an offering to the Fifth International Congress of Orientalists, held at 
Berlin in September 1881, has emboldened me to undertake again a work of 
a similar nature which is intended as a present to the Sixth International 
Congress of Orientalists to be held at Leyden in September 1883, to which 
I have had the honor of being invited to take a part. 

In this publication, I have made brief mention of twenty of the most 
renowned literati of India, and noticed the works which have made them 
famous. It is my intention to present these works, along with this treatise, 
to the Congress on the present occasion. 

The Literature of India stands divided into the following seven classes:— 

(1) Mahd-kdvya. —This kind of work is composed in verse of varied metre, 

and consists of not less than eight cantos. It treats of the gods, 
khatriyas of high extraction, and kings born of one particular race. 
It is pervaded generally by sentiments of love, heroism and 
quiescence. 

(2) Kosha-kdvya. —Embodies S'lokas on different subjects. 

(3) Khanda-kdvya. —Partakes much of the character of the Malid-kdvya. 

Sometimes it is not divided into cantos, and when it is so divided, 
the cantos seldom exceed eight in number. 

(4) Gadya-kdvya. —Is Kdvya written in prose. 

(5) Champn-kdvya.— Is Kdvya written partly in verse and partly in prose. 

(6) Updkhyana-lcdvya. —Consists of tales based on accounts of men, beasts or 

birds, natural or supernatural events, and is intended to convey 
moral instructions to juvenile readers. 

(7) Dris'ya-kdvya. —The “ visible” Kdvya. It means such “ Kdvyas” as are 

not only read, but are performed on the stage by Actors. Dramas 
and other cognate works come under this classification. 



The twenty works intended as a present to the Congress are classed as 
follows:— 

(a; Mahd-kdvya. —RAmAyana, Raghttvansa, KiRlTlEJJUNfrA, S'fs'uplLA- 
BADHA, NaISHADA-CHARITA, RlGHAVA-PiNDAvfYA, BHATrf and 
Gita-govinda. 

(b) Rosha-kdvya. —Vair! gya-s'ataea. 

(c) Khanda-Tcdvya. —Soryya-s'ataela. 

(d) Gadya-k&vya. —Das'akumAra-charita, KlDAMVARf and VAsavadattA. 

(e) Champu-kdvya .—Y id vanmoda-tar an Gf Nf. 

(f) Upakhydna-kdvya. —Hitopades A. 

(g) Dris'ya-kdvya. —MrichchhakatikA, Uttara-charita, MtjdrArAkshasa, 

RatnAvalI and Ven^-sankAra. 

OAIjCUTTA, 

J’ATHURIAGHATA JlAJBATI, 

The ist June 1883 . 







INTRODUCTORY. 

. . .... 

The scene was solemn and interesting. On lier gorgeous Lion-Throne 
sat the Guardian Divinity of India. In her hand a letter, and though a soft 
smile was on her lips, her brow was thoughtful. The letter was an affection¬ 
ate invitation to her, which had been sent from the land of the setting sun, 
to take a part in the deliberations of the Sixth International Congress of Orien¬ 
talists, to be held at Leyden in September next. She was thinking how to 
respond suitably to the courteous invitation and whom to send as her worthy 
representatives. Soon the cloud on her brow vanished away, and the smile 
deepened on her ruby lips and lighted up her heavenly face. “ My sons who 
have distinguished themselves in the literature of my beloved country will no 
doubt be able to represent me worthily at the great Congress." Saying this to 
herself, she called to mind those great and noble souls, those mighty workers in 
the field of Indian literature and strongly willed that they should appear 
before her. 

Thus summoned, the mighty ones appeared before her with the speed of 
thought. They came from the celestial regions,—their present abode—with 
the spirit-light around them and the fragrance of heaven emanating from their 
celestial bodies. With heads bent low and with folded hands they waited for 
the commands of her whom they adored with all the fervency of their noble 
hearts. There they stood l-=-Vdlmfki, Kdliddsa, BMravi, Mdgha, Srfharsha, 
Kaviraja, S'udraka, Bhatta, Dandi, Jayadeva, Chiranjfva, Mayurabhatta, 
Bhavabhuti, Subandhu, B&nabhatta and his son, Bhartrihari, Vis'&kadeva, 
Yishnus'armd, Srfharshadeva and Bhattan&rdyana,—an imposing band—decked 
with ornaments not wrought by mortal hands and crowned with wreaths of 
amaranth. 

The heart of the Divine Mother swelled with pride at the sight of her 
beloved children. She graciously beckoned them to approach nearer and 
thus addressed them:— 





“ Bless ed be the womb which gave you birth, beloved cliildreu—who 
“are the light of my eyes. Through you I have attained the highest pinnacle 
of glory in the three regions, and my name has been made famous through- 
out the world. The master-minds of the West are again going to assem- 
“ bIe in conclave in the time-honored city of Leyden, and this invitation 
“ has been sent to me to be present at the gathering. It is not possible 
“ that I can for a moment leave the watch and ward of this my beautiful 
“ country in other hands. It was for this that on the last occasion I had to 
“send your brothers,— the adepts in Music,—to represent me at the Congress. 
“ It is now your turn. Speed then to the land where the sun sets and present 
“yourselves in my name before the great assembly at Leyden. There are 
“ those who will welcome you with joy and will readily recognize those trans¬ 
cendent talents which have rendered your names immortal.” 

She blessed them, with the light of joy sparkling in her magnificent lotus- 
eyes and with arms outstretched,—the jewelled bangles and bells tinkling 
melodiously as she moved them. It was a proud moment for those mighty 
spirits. Reverentially they bowed their acquiescence and, with throbbing hearts, 
conscious of the importance of the mission entrusted to them, took an affec¬ 
tionate leave and retired from the resplendent presence. Not a moment did 
they lose in speeding to their destination,which they reached instantaneously. 

The scene was changed! They had left behind them the pearl-fringed 
shores of Hindustan, the feathery palms, the luxuriant foliage, the air redo¬ 
lent with odours, the sky without a cloud, the palaces and temples of their 
native land. Their foot now pressed an alien soil. 

It was a lofty hall where the Congress had assembled. There were present 
representatives of almost every nation on the face of the earth, and before 
them stood the band of Indian literati, erect yet humble, each with a copy of 
his work for presentation to the savants, who had met there on the common 
ground of Literature and Science. 

Oxe by one they advanced, each in his turn, and in clear and melodious 
tones addressed the assembly, which was hushed to hear them speak. Each 
read out a portion of the work he had brought with him, which he then 
offered as a friendly tribute, and slowly retired. 





1. VAlmi'ki.—T he Mahd-kdvya, the “ Rdmdyana,” which describes the life 
• and the -warlike and other deeds of the celebrated Rama 

Chandra. < 

2. KAlidAsa. —The Maha-kavyd, the st Raghuvansa,” based on the lives and 

characters of the solar kings from Dilipa to Agnivaraa. 

3. BhAravI —The Mahd-Mvya, “ Kirdt&rjjuniya,” which described Arjjuna’s 

fight with Mahddeva, who had assumed the shape and 
disguise of a fowler (Kirdta). 

4. MAgha.—T he Mahd-kdvya, “ S'is'up&la-badha,” describing how S ls'upala 

was defeated and destroyed by Krishna. 

5. S'kIharsha. —The Mahd-Mvya, “Naishadha-charita,” describing the life 

and adventures of the virtuous monarch, Nala. 

6. KaviuAja. —The Mahd-kdvya, “ R&ghava Pandaviya,” each verse of which 

relates to Rama Chandra and the Pdndavas at the same 
time. 

7. S'uDRAKA.—Th e DriSya-kdvya, (drama), t{ Mrichchhakatika,” in which 

the loves of Ch&rudatta and Yasanta-send are described, 
and which is full of a variety of sentiments {rasas). 

8. Bhatta. —The Mahd-Mvya, “Bhatti,” based on the Ramdyana. It is 

intended for the use of literary students. 

9. Dandi.—T he Gadya-kdvya, u Das'akumdra-charita.” A prose work which 

narrates the adventures of ten princes. 

10. Jayadeva. — The Mahd-kdvya, " Gita-govinda ” It treats of the spirit¬ 

ual loves of Krishna and Rddhd. The songs in this 
work have been set to a large variety of Rdgas and 
Rdginis (melody-types) and Talas (measures). 

11. GaiRANjfvA.—The Champu-kdvya, “ Yidvanmoda-tarangini,” embodying 

the doctrines of all the religious sects and the doctrines 
of the different schools of philosophy in India. 

12. Mayubabhatta. —The Khanda-kavya, “ Suryya-s'ataka.” It contains 

a description of the Sun, of the effulgence, the 

chariot, the horses, the charioteer of that luminary, 

the generator of the world. It also contains a 
magnificent hymn to the Solar God. 




13. Bhavabhuti.— The Dris'ya-kdvya, (drama) “ TTttara-ckarita,” based en 

the pathetic incidents of Site’s exile. 

14. Subandhu. —The Gadya-kdvya, tc Y&savadatta,” describes how Prince 

Kandarpaketu, the son of Chint&mani, King of Pushpa- 
pura, won the love and the hand of V&savadattd, the 
object of his devoted love. - 

15. BJLnabhatta and his Son.—The Gadya-kdvya , “ Kddamvari,” describes 

how T&r&plra, the son of King Chandraplra, obtained for 
his bride, the lovely K&damvarf, who was the daughter 
of a Gandharva (celestial musician.) 

16. Bhakthihari. —The Kosha-kdvya, “ Vairagya-S'ataka.” The sentiment of 

repose and quiescence is to be found throughout t his 
work. It teaches mankind of the transitoriness of mun¬ 
dane things and the necessity of Vairagya. 

17. Bis'Ikhadeva.— The Dris’ya-kdvya (drama), “ Mudra-r&kshasa,” describes 

how the Nanda dynasty was annihilated, how Chandra 
Gupta ascended the throne of Magadha, and the intri¬ 
cate diplomacy of CMnakya. 

1 18. Yxshnus'aemmI.-— The Updkhydna-kdvya, " Hitopades'a.” — A book of 

anecdotes, and tales for inculcating moral maxima into 
juvenile hearts. 

19. S'liiiiAESUADEVA.—The Drisya-kdvya, “ Ratnavali,” describing the 

love and marriage of the child-princess, Katndvali with 
King Yatsa. 

20. BuattanXiUlYANA. —The Drisya-kdvya, “ Yeni-sanhdra,” an episode of 

. the sanguinary war between the Kurus and the Pandavas. 


The reception accorded to the mighty spirits from India filled their hearts, 
with satisfaction. They saw their offerings joyfully received by the Assembly 
and heard murmured praises of their literary labors. Calmly, and smilingly, 
they surveyed the throng, and then all at once burst forth from them the 

following farewell chorus :—■ 

' ••••'• 1 . 


Blessed are our; eyes, flor ae have seen the.good and.the wise, the learned 
and the mighty, who .compose this'vast assembly. Our hearts have co mm uned 






with their hearts, and we have come to know how pleasant-spoken, how res¬ 
pectable, how noble are those who have given ns such cordial welcome. 
Mighty are they, yet humble, set up in high places, yet devoid of pride, mag¬ 
nanimous and discriminating and full of erudition as was the sage Yrihaspati, 
Accept our heart-felt thanks, 0! ye savants of the West, for the honor done 
to us. 

2 . 

We had grown sick of the world, and our hearts revolted at the sight of 
men whose deeds daily made us ashamed. We said to ourselves,—they have 
wholly gone astray, the good and the true have become rare upon earth; but we 
have seen you,—and our hearts are jubilant,—the despair within us for the 
lack of goodness on earth has been turned into rejoicing. For this gladness 
of heart, after nights of sorrow, we thank you again and again. 

3. 

O Holland! land of industry and wealth! How neat and trim, how 
clean and well-ordered are your gardens and roads, your schools and hospitals, 
your canals and fortifications! Foreign countries pour their riches into your 
lap. Your goodly vessels plough distant seas, and your loyal sons are proud 
of your wealth and magnificence. Less glorious is Alak&puri, the renowned 
City of Kuvera,—the god of riches, than the cities which you possess. 

4 . 

Proud may you well be, O Holland! that in one of your ancient cities 
the wise and the learned of different realms, whom the gods have inspired 
with wisdom and learning, have met to do you honor and to advance the cause 
of Arts and Sciences. The Congress of these great men is like unto the assem¬ 
bly of the gods under the presidency of Indra. 

5. 

May He at whose bidding Brahm&, the Creator, created the world, at whose 
behest Yishnu, the Preserver, keeps, like an indulgent father, his children from 
harm, at whose command MaMdeva, the Destroyer, sends forth destruction;— 
may that First Great Being bless the Assembly and protect them from all 
evil! Our mission is ended. Farewell! Farewell!. 
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